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To the HON.H.A.W.Skeen, Judge of the Circuit Court of Lee County: 
Humbly complaining, your oratrix, Flizabeth D.Yound,respect« 
fully represents unto your fait that she is a daughter of one 
Micahel Robinett and Sarah Bi.Robinett;that her said father was a 
man of considerable means,and he has along during his life time 
advanced to his several children both real and personal property ;tk 
that he on the &lst day of August,1891 as an advancement undertook 
to convey to your oratrix,a certain tract of land,lying and being 
in Lee County,Virginiasthat he procured one W.P.Duff,a neighbor and 
friend to prepare the deed which he intended making to your oratrix, 
as néither he nor his wife could read and vrite script;that said 
Duff did prepare the deed as requested by her said father,and de-~ 
livered and read it to her father and mother,which as he had pre» 
pared and written it and read it was perfectly satisfactory to 
both,as it purported to convey the Pee=simple estate in the land 
mentioned in the deed to your oratrix;that in a few days after 
said deed had been written by said Duff and delivered to the said 
Michael Robinett,he and the said sarah E.Robinett went before 
one AeJeLitton,who was then a magistrate,and by law authorized to 
take the acknowledgement of deeds, and duly acknowledged the said 
deed before the said Litton,and then shortly after having signed 
and acknowledged the said dedd they delivered the same to your 
ratrix,without making fees Peres or explanations,further than to 
say that it was a deed to a tract of land which they were giving to 
your oratrix;that your oratrix just supposing,after she had read 
it,it was written as her father and mother wanted it written, and 
that it expressed their desires about the matter,took it and had it 
recorded in the Clerk's office for Lee County, Virginia;sthet recent 
ly not more than two years ago,your pratrix in talking to her said 
father about the deed so made and delivered by her father to Her, 
first learned it was not in accordarice to his wishes and intent, 


and supposed conditions as to the wording of the same at the time 


of the making of the Same;that by the face of the deed so made ag 
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aforesaid to your oratrix,there is only a life estate conveyed to h 
her,with a remainder over to her heirs,as will be seen from an 
inspection of the said deed,which is here filed as a part of this 
bill marked "A";that it was the intent,belief and understanding 
and purpose of her said father and mother,at the time of the making 
and delivery of the said deed to your oratrix, they were thereby 
conveying to her the fee simple of the estate in the said land 
mentioned and described in said deed;and that he knew not said 
deed failed to do so,until within the last two years. 

Your oratrix will further show unto your honor that after the 


said deed was written and prepared by the said W.P.Duff and placed 


in the hands of her said father,some mischievous evil mgnded and de» 


sisning person, (but who,your orator does not know) in the grant- 


ing part of the said deed,and just after the name of your oratrix, 


inserted and interlined the words :"during her natural life and 


then to revert to her heirs",all which was done without the knowl- 


edge,consent,will or procurement of the said Michael and Sarah Ek. 
Robinett,or either of them,and without the knowledge,consent or 
will of your oratrix: thus making the said conveyance only give 
your oratrix a life estate in said land mentioned and described 
in said deed,marked exhibit "A"sthat it was the intent end purpose 
of the said Michael and Sarah F.Robinett at the time they made 
your oratrix said deed to convey to her the fee simple estate in 
said land;and that they nor either of them knew at the time they 
signed and acknowledged and delivered the same to your oratrix, 
that said interlined words were in said deed,but on the contrayry 
supposed it was in the same condition as when it was written by said 
Dugé,and that they were giming and granting thereby the fee simple 
estate in said land to your oratrix. 

Your oratrix will further show and alledge that said interlined 
words are in a diferent ink and in a diferent Nand writing to 
the residue of the same,thus showing that the deed had been tamper~ 


ed with some after it was writéen and time of delivery. 
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Your oratrix will further show and alledge unto your honor that 
she is a marred woman of years old,and now has born to her 
six living children,whom she is advised will be her heirs on her 
death, to-wit: Robert M.Young,Adlie E.Young, Guy W.Young, Wm.J. 


Bryan Young, Sallie A.Young and Vera F.Young;and that all each 


of her said children are infants under benety one years of age,the 


Oldest being now fifteen years old and the youngest three years of 


; without jssue 
age,or in case they should all be dead before your oratrix dies, 


then her said father would be her heir. Hed Cea ene Ss eee 


A-~* it~ ’ 
Now the premises considered,your oratrix is advised that the 


said interlined words in said deed havinf# been done by a stranger 
to the same,either before or after its delivery to her,and without 
the knowledge,consent,participation or will of the said Robinetts, 
or your oratrix,is eae spoliation of said deed,and does not effect 
its legality,nor the fee simple estate of the land intended to have 
been conveyed thereby,and that since the said words so interlined 
in the same throws a cluud upon the title to the said tract of 
land,a court of equity will declare said words to have been a SpO-= 
iiation,and by proper order and decrees remove the cloud which the 
said words throw upon the title of her said land. 

Her BXYRER prayer therefore is tind the said Michael Robinett, 
Sarah E.Robinett,Robert M.Young,Adlie K.Young,Guy W.Young,Wm.J. 
Bryan Young,Sallie A.Young and Vera F.Young be made parties de-« 
fendants to this bill of complaint;that said Micahel and Sarah Ff, 
Robinett be required to answer this bill in proper person,but they 
need not do so on eath as that is waived;that since the said six 
children of your oratrix ere infants under 21 years of age,a fuar~ 
dian ad litem be appointed to defend their rights and interests here» 
in;that on the pro#f and final hearing of this cause,said words, 


"during her natural life and then to revert to her heirs" be declared 


to be a spoliation of her said deed,and no interest or estate in 


the lands mentioned and described in said deed be decreed to vest 


or liable to vest at any time hereafter,in all or cither of said 


defendants or any other person by virtue of said deed except to 
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your oratrix;that a commissioner if deemed to be necessary be appoint- 
ed to convey to your oratrix any and all interest which said defend» 


ants or elther of may now or hereafter acquire in said land by vir- 


tue of said deed. And that all other,further and general relief 


be granted your oratrix that the nature of her cause may require 


to meet the necessities of equities herein. And she will ever 


pray,etc. May Spa. issue.,etc. 








To the Hon.H.A.W.Skeen, Judge of the Circuit Court for Lee County: 
The joint answer of Michael and Sarah EF.Robinett to a bill of 


complaint filed in the Circuit ccurt for Lee County,arainsat them 
and others by Flizabeth D.Young: and for answer thereto,or to so 
much thereof as they are advised they should answer,they say it is 
true that the said complainant is the dauchter of your respendents, 
and kerxea their codefendants are their grand-children;that they 
by the deed filed in said complainant's bill marked "At conveyed 
to her the land mentioned and described therein:that if is true 


at the time they signed and delivered said deed filed with com 


plainant's bill they thought it BX™PXX conveyed a fee simple es~ 


tate in the land mentioned in said deed;that they nor neither of 
your respondents new it had the words "DURING HER NATURAL LIFE 
THEN TO REVERT TO HER HEIRS" in said deed at any time before they 
Ssirned,acknowledged and delivered the same to the said complains 
ant,nor did they know that said deed had said limitation and words 
in it until recently,when in a Samrat ouilon with the said com- 
Pplainant they to their surprise learned that said words were in 
Bald deed. It is further true that your respondents can not read 
and write script,so they are compelled to depend upon others to 
read »cript to them and to sign their names to papers, contracts 
and deeds. Your reppondents say that it is further true that it 
was their intent,desire and will to convey by said deed the fee- 
Simple estate in the land mentioned therein,and thought at the 
time they were making the mame said deed they were conveying to 
the said complainant the absolute and fee simple estate in said 
land. Before said deed was signed and acknowledged by them it 

was read to them as conveying the fee-simple estate in said land, 
without any limitations whatever on the same. Your respondents 

do not know who put said words in said deed. But whoever did do SO, 
did it whthout their knowledge or consent. 


Now having answered said bill,they pray to be hence dismissed,etc. 
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Flizabeth D. Young, 


Vs. Answer of Mike & 


Sarah Robinett. 





To the HON.H.A.W.Skeen, Judge of the Circuit Court of Lee County: 


The Joint answer of Robert M.Young,Adlie F.Young, Guy W.Young, 
meJ-Bryan Young,Sallie A.Young,and Vera F.Young by W.K.Hopkins, 


their guardian ad litem,assigned and appointed to defend them in 
this suit to a bill of comvlaint exhibited against them and others 
in the Circuit Court for Lee County,by Flizabeth I). Young. 

The respondents reserving to themselves the benefit of all just 
exceptions to the said bill,for answer thereto,or to so much thereof 
as they are advised that it is material they should answer,by their 
said guardian ad litem,answer and saydia 

That they are infants of tender years,and by reason of their in= 


fancy are incapable of understanding,or takins care of their richts 


and interests in said suit. They therefore,pray by their said PUA 


dian ad litem commend themselves and their rights and interests in 
said suit to the protection of the court,and pray that no decree may 
"€ pronounced therein which will tend to their prjudice.They pray 
that the said complainant,although their mother be required to prove 
the several allecations of her bill. They say they know nothing of 
the truth or. falsity of te several allegations of the said bill. 

And now having answered as fully as required,the said respondents 
pray that they be hence dismissed with their reasonable costs in 


their behalf expended, and they will ever pray,etc. 


Guradian 
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Ad Litem for said infant defendants. 





Elizabeth D. Young, 


Vs. Answer G.A.Litem. 


Ropert M. Young et 
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Blizabeth D.Young, Complainant, 
VBSe Decree Final. 
Robert M.Young et als,Defendant. 

This cause cam on again this the ae day of February,1907, 
to be further heard upon the papers formerly read therein,and the 
report of Commissioner &.W.Pennington and his deed to said complain-« 
ant,and was argued by counsel: 

On consideration of all which,and said report and deed being un« 
excepted to,it is adjudged,order and decreed that said report and 
deed to the said complainant,be and the same are hereby approved 


and confirmed. 


It is further adjudged,ordered and decreed that said complainent 


pay the costs of this suit and five dollars to said FE.W.Pennington 


for his services in making the said deed. And for which costs exe« 
cution may issue in favor of the officers of this court,after 30 


days from this date,if the save be not paid to those entitled. 


And this cause is stricken from the docket. 





Elizabeth D. Young, 


Vp% Decree Final. 


Robert M. Young et als 


t. 


Enter this Feb., /7%'1907 
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Judge. 





Elizabeth D. Young, Complainant. 


Vs. In Chancery. Decree No.l. 


This cause came on this the A Ais day of February, 1907,to be 


heard upon the bill of the complainant,and exhibit filed therewith, 
the joint answer of Micahel Robinett and Sarah FE.Robinett,the joint 
answer of Robertm M.Young,Adlie E.Young,Guy W.Young,Wm.J.Bryan Young, 
callie A.Young and Vera F.Young infants by W.K.Hopkins their euardian 
ad litem,and general replications thereto,and the depositions of wit» 
nesses,and was argued by counsel: 

On consideration of all which and from the evidence in this cause 
the court is of opinion that the words, "DURING HER NATURAL LIFE 
THEN TO REVERT 10 HER HEIRS" interlined and found in the deed of 
daid Micese Robinett and Sarah EH.Robinett to the said Complainant, 
and dated the 2lst day of August, 1891,and filed With -the bill «ef 
said complainant as exhibit "A" ,were inserted, placed and put im 
said deed without the knowledge,consent and will of the said Michael 
« Sarah E.Robinett,and without the consent,knowledge,will or partic 
ipation of the said complainant,and that the said Robinetts by the 
said deed intended to convey to the said complainant the fee-simple 
estate in and to the lands,mentioned and described in said deed and 
the bill of the saidj complainant; It is therefore ad judged, ordered 
and decreed that said deed of said Michael Rohinett and Sarah F. 
Robinett,dated the 2lst day of August,1891,to said complainant, and 
recorded in Deed Book No.28,pages 45 etc.,be and is hereby reformed 
and made to read so as to convey to the said complainant the feer 
simple estate in said land emntioned and described in said deed, 
and that the said words "during her natural life and then to revert 
to her heirs" be stricken therefrom and ever hereafter treated as 
@ spoliation of said deed. 

And in order to make more effectuel this decree,it is further ad- 
judged,ordered and decreed that E.W.Pennington,who is hereby appointed 


a special commissioner for the purposes will make,execute and deliver 





yD ee 
to the said complainant a deed with covenants of special warranty 
to all the rights,title and interest and estate vested or contingent 
which the said defendants or either of them may have in and to the 


said tract of land,and which deed shall ever hereafter operate a 


complete bar to any all rights and claims of the said defendants or 


either of them in and to the said land,both in law and equity. And 


he will report his action to court as soon as practicable,and until 


the coming in of his report this cause is passed. 





Elizabeth D. Young, 


Vs. Decree No. 1. 


Robert M. Young et als. 


Enter this, Feb. /& 1907. 
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Elizabeth D.Young,Complainant. # 


Vie tf Depositions. 
Robert M.Young,et eals,Defendants # 

The depositions of Michael Rohinett and Sarah FeRobinett, taken 
before meyJ.J.Yeary,a justice of the peace in and for Lee county, Vir= 
Sinia,by agreement,at the law office of Bh.W.Pennineton,in the town of 
Pennington Gap,in Lee county, virgini,on the 14th day of February,1907, 
to be read as evidence on behalf of Elizabeth D.Young, the plaintiff 


in a certain suit in chancery,now pending in the Circuit Court for 


Lee county, Va.,hwherein,the said Elizabeth D.Young is complainant, and 
Robert M.Young ey al are defendants. 


Present E.W.Pennington,attoreny for said plaintiff; 
. W.K.Hopkins, guardian Ad litem for the infant defendants; 


Michael and Sarah #.Robinett in their own person. 


witness Michael Robinett,being duly sworn deposes as fol-«= 
lows: 
Q.1. What is your name,are,recidence and occupation? 
Ans. My name is Michael Robinett;I am 67 years old;I reside in Lee 
otuutk on. se1cle oft VA 
County,Va.,on the—-heed waters of Wallen's nhs saan I am a farmer by 
occupation. 
Qe2. What,if any is your relationship to the parties to this suit? 
Ans. The complainant is my daughter;and the all the defendants are 
my grand-children,except Sarah E.Robinett,and she is my wife. 

Q.3. Are you the same Michael Robinett,who on the 2lst day of August, 
1891,by deed conveyed to said Elizabeth D.Young,the tract of land, 
mentioned and described in emhibit "A" filed in said complkinant's 
bill? 

Ans. I am the same man,who made that conveyance with my wife joins 
ing in the deed with me. 

9.4. “hat was your intent at the time you made sald deed to your 
said daughter,as to the quantity of interest and estate you would 


convey to her by your said deed? 
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wo? we 

Anse I can not read script,nor write;nor can my wife. We concluded 
we would give our daughter,the said Flizabeth D.Yound a piece of land 
80 we got Capt.W.P.Duff to prepare a deed for us to hershe did pre« 
pare the deed filed with said Elizabeth's bill,and he read it to us. 
When he read it to us,it read to her alone and in fee~simple.Soon 
after Capt.Duff gave us the deed we,that is myself and wife,went to 
Mr.A.J.Litton's and signed and acknowledged it before him. Mr.Litton 
Signed our names to the deed,and we made ‘eer mark on it,and then we 
took the deed and delivered it to our daughter,the said Elizabeth, 
It was my intention at the time I made said deed to convey to my 
said daughter, the fee~simple estate and interest in and to the land 
mentioned and described in the same,and I thought at the time I Bi gned 
and acknowledged it,it did convey to her the fee~simple estate in the 
land. I did not know then,nor at the time I delivered it to her, thet 
it had been interlined,and the words "During her netural life and then 
to revert to her nhaeeletnkerdncte in said deed. This interlineation 
was inserted in said deed by some person without my knowledge,will or 
consent. I did not know these words were in said deed until a long time 
after it had been made. At the time I delivered the deed to my said 
daughter,I did not explain to her that I wanted to convey to her the 


fee=simple estate and interest in the said land;I Simply handed it to 


her,and told her it was a deed;she took it and said nothing at the time, 


At no time did I authorize any one to place said words in said decd.T 
don't know of my own knowedge who ala, pata words in said deed. 
Cross Examined by W.K.Hopkins Guardian Ad Litem. 

Qeie DES I understand you to say,that you gave this farm to your 
daughter to do as min pleased with it? 

Ans.Y6és. I deeded it,or thought I was deeding it to her,juet as if 
she had bought it and paid for it. I gave it to her for her own pur- 
poses,and gave it to her, fust as I gave other lands to S8H8#EXSE my other 
children. 


ee further this deponent saith note 





sa Fone 
Sarah A.Robineét,after being duly sworn deposes as follows: 
Q.1l. How old are you? 
Ans. I am 62 years old to day. 
Qe<e Are you the wife of Michael Robinett and the mother of said 
Bizabeth D.Young? 
Ans. I am. 
Q.B. Were you present and heard the deposition of your husband 
given in this case? 
Anse Yes. 
Q.4. If the same qestion was asked as was asked him,concering the 
estate you and he intended to convey by said deed to your said daughs 


ter,would answer it like your said husband? 


Anse I would. We intended to convey it just as we did to the balance 


of our children,and did not intend to kimuteem hinder her from selling 
it,if she wanted to. We did not authorize or know that the deed had 
been interlined and the words "During her natural life,end then to 


revrt to her heirs" had been put in the deed. I can't read nor write. 


And further thks deponent saith "OL. 5 be, Ih 
Arp 


Virginia, 
Lee county, to-wit: 
I,J.J-Yeary,a justice of the peace in and for the county and 
State aforesaid, do hereby certify that the foregoing depositions of 
Michael Robinett and Sarah A.Robinett,were duly taken,subscribed and 
Sworn to before me,at the time and Place and for the purposes,mention« 
6c in the caption hereto. 


Given under my hand this the l4th,d89 of February,1907, 
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Elizabeth D. Young Complainant. 


VS. Report of Comr.of Deed. 
Robert M.Young et als. Defendants. 

To the Hon.H.A.W.Skeen, Judge of The Circuit Court of Lee County: 
Your undersigned who was on the day of Fepruary, 
1907, appointed a special commissioner in the above styled cause to 

make to said complainant a deed to all the right,title,interest 
end estate of the said defendants or either of them Whxek may have 
in and to the lands emntioned in said complainant's said bill anda 
exhibit "A" filed therewith,beg leave to report that he has 


performed said duty,and here files the deed which he has made for 


the inspection and confirmation of your honor. And having done 


what was required of him,your undersigned commissioner,begs to 


releaved from further duty under said decree. 


All which is respectfully submitted, This the 


Pebrusry gugo7s 


Special Commisioner. 








Elizabeth D. Young, 


Vs. Report of Comr.For 


Deed. 
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‘She Comusnonwealth of Virginia, 


Lo the Sheriff of the County 0; Lee, Greeting: 
hehe 


eld for the said court, on 


Grn ys 
“Z=~_- Monday in_- Sz 


MA EAL HLS ,190_ 4 to answer a bill in chancery exhibited against 


n there this writ. Witness, H. C. T. EWING, Clerk of our said Court, a 
190 and teh, canes of the Commonwealth. 


Bede Ring 





We hereby accept legal service of the within summons, 


this the {6 “'“aay of January,1907. 
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